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DOAG’S VOLUNTARY SMALL SHELL EGG PROCESSING PLANT INSPECTION PROGRAM
Wayne Kasacek, Bureau of Regulation and Inspection

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture (DoAg) has estab-
lished the Voluntary Small Egg Processing Plant Inspection Pro-
gram to assist small egg producers wishing to sell eggs through
wholesale channels.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulates
egg grading at grading facilities and egg producers with flocks that
exceed 3,000 birds. DoAg’s voluntary program is for small chicken
egg producers with flocks between 200 and 3,000 birds (or produc-
ers who pool their eggs) who do not meet USDA’s minimum manda-
tory inspection size criteria.

The standards used in DoAg’s program are based on existing
DoAg statutes and regulations and are consistent with the USDA
shell egg surveillance program standards.

DoAg’s voluntary program allows participating egg producers to
enter “approved” eggs into commerce. For the purposes of the
Connecticut Food Code, eggs produced, graded, and labeled under
DoAg’s program are considered an “approved” food source and
may be sold to restaurants and food service establishments.
(Connecticut, like most states and USDA, exempts sales of eggs
directly to consumers from regulatory oversight except for labeling
and refrigeration.)

Egg grading at its most basic level involves examining eggs
under certain lighting called "candling” to determine the condition of
the egg. Candling reveals conditions such as excessive debris on
the shell, cracks, leakers, blood spots, or mold growth within the
shell. During candling, the candler rejects eggs which do not meet
the standards based on their observations.

No lot of eggs is perfect, and no candler is perfect. USDA and
DoAg standards allow for a certain percentage of eggs to have mi-
nor defects. These minor defects are not considered a public health
issue unless the percentage of minor defects exceeds the standard.

Serious defects such as excessive debris on the shell, large
blood spots, or leakers can be of public health significance, as they
may allow easy entry of contamination such as Salmonella into the
egg or may point to a problem in the sanitation of the coop environ-
ment or egg collection system or a failure in the washing, disinfec-
tion, or candling of the eggs.

DoAg’s program includes standards for egg room sanitation
and construction, and procedures for washing eggs (if washed) to
prevent the entry of harmful bacteria through the shell.

In addition to inspecting for sanitary conditions, DoAg also must
examine eggs graded by the producer to determine if they have
been properly graded. This is done by candling a certain number of
eggs, with the number examined based on lot size. The number
must be statistically significant in order for DoAg’s observations to
be considered valid.

When the lot contains a small number of eggs, the number of
eggs examined approaches the number of eggs in the lot. The min-
imum sample size is 100--or all the eggs if fewer than 100.

Depending on the nature of a defect detected during an inspec-
tion, as few as one defective egg could mean the lot fails. Failure of
a lot results in the lot being put into “retention,” which means it can-
not be sold until it is re-graded and the condition(s) that resulted in
the retention are corrected.

DoAg’s program currently has four egg producers enrolled.
These producers can sell eggs without restrictions into any whole-
sale or retail market including restaurants and food service estab-
lishments.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) requires shell egg
producers with flocks of greater than 3,000 birds to have a Salmo-
nella enteritis (SE) prevention program and conduct sampling to
verify the programs' effectiveness.

DoAg operates the Connecticut Voluntary Salmonella Enteritis
Reduction Program in partnership with the University of Connecticut
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory. It is available to egg
graders using DoAg’s Voluntary Small Shell Egg Processing Plant
Inspection Program or those selling a significant number of eggs via
retail, farmers’ markets, farm stands, etc.

Although the Voluntary Salmonella Enteritis Reduction Program
does not guarantee shell eggs to be free of SE contamination, the
program does require a commitment from the producer to imple-
ment those management and monitoring practices most likely to
prevent SE contamination.

(continued on Page 3)
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WHOLESALE LETTUCE
U.S. GROWN

Low High
BOST BIBB,24,NJ 14.00 16.00
GREEN LF,24,NJ 14.00 25.00
MESCLUN,3Ib,CA 6.00 7.00
OAK LF,2.2Ib,CA 10.00 12.00
RED LF,24,NJ 14.00 15.00
ROMAINE,24,NJ 14.00 14.00

NEW HOLLAND, PA, HOG AUCTION

May 20, 2013
Sold by actual weights; prices quoted by hundred wt.
49-54 220-300 Ibs 67.00-71.00
300-400 Ibs 57.00-62.00
45-49 220-300 Ibs 65.00-66.50
300-400 Ibs 49.00-51.00
Sows: US 1-3 300-500 Ibs 47.00-55.00
500-700 Ibs 51.50-55.00
Boars: 300-700Ibs  15.00-16.00

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION

Middlefield, May 20, 2013
Live animals brought the following ave. prices per cwt.

Bob Calves:
45-60 Ibs.
61-75 Ibs.
76-90 lbs.
91-105 Ibs.
106 lbs. & up
Farm Calves
Starter Calves
Veal Calves
Open Heifers
Beef Steers
Beef Heifers
Feeder Steers
Stock Bulls
Beef Bulls
Boars

Sows

Butcher Hogs
Goats each
Kid Goats
Canners
Cutters

Utility Grade Cows
Replacement Heifers
Replacement Cows
Rabbits each
Chickens each
Ducks each
Feeder Pigs
Lambs

Sheep

Low
45.00
75.00

110.00
120.00
135.00
140.00
48.00
75.00
100.00
89.00
89.00
85.00
90.00
88.00
1at
29.00
85.00
50.00
30.00
Up to
84.00
89.00
n/a

n/a

5.00

6.00

5.00

1at
40.00
30.00

High
55.00
92.00
117.50
125.00
137.50
142.50

56.00
180.00
105.00
123.00
106.00
127.50
112.50
107.00

6 cts
40.00
90.00

220.00
60.00
83.50
88.50
95.00

n/a
n/a
27.00
30.00
17.00

115.00

195.00
85.00

WHOLESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES
NEW ENGLAND GROWN
(Boston Terminal and wholesale grower prices)

Low High
ASPARAGUS,Ib 3.29 4.50
CHIVES,1lb 8.00 8.00
LETTUCE,bibb,12/40z 13.00 16.00
RHUBARB,10Ib 35.00 35.00
SPINACH,flat,4lb 12.00 12.00
TOMATO,cherry 5Ib 14.00 14.00
TOMATO,gnhs,loose,25Ib 20.00 21.00

SHIPPED IN
APRICOT,72ct,CA 30.00 32.00
ARUGULA,2/1%2bag,NJ 13.00 14.00
ASPARAGUS,111b,CN 30.00 33.00
BEETS,12s, NJ 16.00 18.00
BLUEBRRY,12/1pt,GA 36.00 36.00
CHERRIES,10rw,CA 40.00 45.00
COLLARD,bu,NJ 14.00 14.00
ESCAROLE,24s,NJ 14.00 18.00
LEEK,12s,NJ 16.00 17.00
LETTUCE,grn If,24ct,NJ 14.00 15.00
NAPPA,1%bu,NJ 15.00 15.00
ONION,Vdlia,jbo,40Ib,GA 23.00 26.00
PEACHES,loose,25Ib 28.00 30.00
RADISHES,24s,NJ 12.00 13.00
2 G
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HARTFORD REGIONAL MARKET

May 18, 2013
Wholesale, lease tenants and/or farmers’ market vendors
Low High
BEDDING PLNT  48/flat 7.50 10.00
HERB PLNT,4”pot 3.00 2/5.00
HANGING BSKT,10” 7.00 10.00
HANGING BSKT,mix,10” 10.00 12.00
HANGING BSKT,mix,12” 15.00 25.00
PATIO TOMATO 5.00 10.00
SCNTD GERANIUM,6”pot 6.00 6.00
SUCCULENTS,4"pot 3/10.00 3/10.00
VEG PLNTS,48/flat 10.00 10.00

NEW ENGLAND SHELL EGGS

Per doz., wholesale Grade A brown in cartons (delivered)

XTRA LARGE 1.56-1.69
LARGE 1.50-1.63
MEDIUM 1.15-1.26

NORTHEAST EGG PRICES USDA
Per doz., USDA Grade A/Grade A white (volume buyers)

XTRA LARGE 1.36-1.40
LARGE 1.34-1.38
MEDIUM 1.15-1.19

NEW HOLLAND LIVESTOCK AUCT.

AND VA CATTLE SUMMARY
May 17-20, 2013

Bulk/ High/
SLAUGHTER COWS:
breakers 75-80% lean
boners 80-85% lean
lean 85-90% lean
CALVES: graded bull
No.1 95-120lbs
No2 95-120Ibs
No 3 80-120Ibs

Low Dressing

76.75-80.25
75.50-79.50
72.25-76.25

164.00-187.00
150.25-172.50
100.25-141.25

SLAUGHTER BULLS yield gr 1

High dressing
Avg.dressing
Low dressing

99.25-104.50
91.00-96.00
80.75-86.75

SLAUGHTER HEIFERS high

Ch/prm3-4
Ch 1-3
Sel 1-2
SLAUGHTER STEERS-
Ch/prm2-3
Ch1-3
Sel 1-2

122.50-124.50
117.00-120.50
110.50-115.00

124.00-126.75
101.50-105.25
84.75-98.50

SLAUGHTER HOLSTEINS

Ch/prm3-4
Ch2-3
Sel 1-2

108.00-112.25
101.50-105.25
94.75-98.50

FEEDER STEERS med/ig1

300-400Ibs
400-500lbs
500-600Ibs
600-700Ibs
700-800Ibs
800-900Ibs
1000-1100lbs
VEALERS Utl60-120lb

170.00-180.00
151.00-164.00
137.50-156.00
129.00-149.50
123.50-136.00
114.00-114.00
n/a
45.25-77.25

SLAUGHTER LAMBS: wi&shrngood/ch3-4

40-60Ibs
60-80Ibs
80-90Ibs
90-110lbs

190.00-212.00
168.00-190.00
162.00-174.00
154.00-174.00

SLAUGHTER EWES: good 2-3: md flesh

100-110lbs
130-160lbs
160-180lbs
140-160lbs
160-180lbs

Bucks

66.00-76.00
56.00-82.00
54.00-66.00
64.00-110.00
68.00-97.00

SLAUGHTER GOATS:Sel.1, by head, est. wt.

40-60lbs
60-80lbs
80-90lbs
90-110Ibs
Nannies/Does: 100-125lbs
130-150lbs
Bucks/Billies: 120-150Ibs
150-180lbs

130.00-155.00
142.00-160.00
137.00-182.00
132.00-147.00
120.00-137.00
138.00-168.00
197.00-205.00
166.00-250.00

PA GRADER FEEDER PIGS
May 15, 2013, Lancaster, PA, per cwt.

Gr US 1-2 wt20-25
wt 25-30
wt 35-45
wt20-30
wt 30-40

Grus 2

250.00-270.00
230.00-260.00
200.00-220.00
160.00-130.00
190.00-220.00
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ADVERTISEMENTS

The Connecticut Week Agricultural Report offers affordable
classified advertisements for your farm-related needs. See

Page 4 for details and rates, or call Jane Slupecki at
860-713-2588 for more information.

FOR SALE

1-R. Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first independent
NATIONWIDE Agri-Business Insurance Agency. Christmas tree grow-
ers, beekeepers, sheepbreeders, organic farmers and all others, call us
for all your insurance needs. 800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com.

2-R. Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we do it all.
Call Blumenthal & Donahue 800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com.

3-R. Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer control,
gardens, & beehives. Sonpal’'s Power Fence 860-491-2290.

4-R. Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases,
30 doz and 15 doz. Polinsky Farm 860-376-2227.

5-R. Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Program, endorsed by the
CT Farm Bureau, save up to 23% on your farm insurance and get better
protection. References available from satisfied farmers. Call Marci to-
day at 203-444-6553.

27-R. JD 6200 Tractor (1994) with 640 loader and 1 yard bucket
creeper transmission 5500 hours approx-2 owner tractor. JD 2600 4
bottom semi mounted plow- excellent condition- 2 owner. JD 7000 Maxi
-Merge planter-4 row. New finger pickups and bean cups. Insecticide
boxes included. JD 8200 Grain Drill- excellent condition. JD post hole
digger- little used- one owner. JD model 45 seven(7)foot scraper blade-
one owner. JD 444 corn head. Lely tine weeder- 12 foot with hydraulic
fold- mint condition- one owner. Lilliston 2 and 4 row cultivators with
extra parts. 1&J 4 row S tine cultivator with liquid side dress tanks and
crop shields- one owner. Brillion trailer type spike tooth harrow with
hydraulic lift. Gandy 8 foot drop spreader. Haines vegetable washer-
rebuilt. 20 foot Kelly Container Freezer/Cooler with 3 phase convertor-
excellent condition. Pequa equipment trailer- 20 foot deckover- 2 owner.
Amish built picking conveyor- hydraulic powered- one owner. Phil
Brown apple bin dumper. Apple/Squash bins- approx 40. Waxed vege-
table boxes new on pallets. Two piece Tomato Boxes new on pallets.
Cedar fence posts with rolls of goat/sheep fence. Chicken coops (2) (8
foot x 16 foot) on skids. Chevrolet Step Van C20 (inop) perfect for farm
markets. Plant trays- 50/72/144 cells new and used. Turkey Nesting
Boxes- 2 and 4 nest boxes. George 860-918-5442.

39-R Round Hay Bales, stored inside. Net wrapped 1% cut, few
2" Call 203-530-4953.

52-R. Used Tobacco netting. Great for covering berry bushes. 860
-683-0266.

60. Dutch variety greenhouse grown tomatoes. Smell delicious &
taste even better. Grown completely chemically free without the use of
pesticides or fungicides. Perfect addition to your farmers market or
farm stand table until your own crop is ready. Available starting in
June. Multiple grade-outs available. First come first served. Contact
Ben March by email: marchfarms@marchfarms.com or (203) 437-
0453.

62-R. Tomato stakes, trailer decks, fence boards, custom cut lum-
ber, Staehly Products Co. LLC. 860-873-9774.

63-R. Corn Silage for sale-$65/ton at farm. Wallingford 203-265-
5844.

64-R. Two Wooden Kicker Wagons 8’ by 16’, Excellent 8 ton
gears. Always Under Cover, $1,400 and $1,600 OBO. 203-265-4588.

65-R. 1941 John Deere B-1952 Cockshutt 20. Parts or $4,450.
203-266-7650 weekends.

MISCELLANEOUS
6-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real
Estate. Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience and
40 years of finance. Representing both Buyers and Sellers. Call Clint
Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

DOAG’S VOLUNTARY SMALL SHELL EGG
PROCESSING PLANT INSPECTION PROGRAM

(continued from Page 1)

Basic preventive measures include placement of SE clean
chicks, intensive rodent control, cleaning and disinfecting between
flocks, and monitoring the environment for the presence of SE.

Basic Voluntary Salmonella Enteritis Reduction Program re-
quirements include the following:

e  Chicks and pullets purchased from SE negative breeder
flocks.

e Cleaning and disinfection of the layer environment and
egg handling equipment.

e Testing the environment twice for the presence of SE,
shortly after chicks arrive and before laying begins.

e Maintaining an acceptable bio-security program to secure
facilities from outside contamination risks and the intro-
duction of SE.

To obtain more information about DoAg’s voluntary shell egg
inspection program, please visit the agency’s website,
www.CTGrown.gov (click on “Programs, Services, and Grants” at
left of the page) or call 860-713-2513.

For information concerning poultry disease surveillance and
prevention programs, National Poultry Improvement Plan programs,
and the requirements for importing live birds or hatching eggs,
please call DoAg at 860-713-2504.

CONNECTICUT LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

As of May 20, 2013, the following bills had passed the state
House of Representatives and Senate and currently await Governor
Malloy’s signature.

Raised House Bill No. 6313
AN ACT CONCERNING LOCALLY GROWN POULTRY
IN CONNECTICUT FOOD MARKETS
Effective date: upon passage

By law, certain poultry processing facilities are approved to sell
food to household consumers, restaurants, hotels, and boarding
houses. This bill allows these facilities to sell poultry to retail food
establishments (e.g., grocery stores) also.

The facilities must (1) meet applicable criteria for federal Food
Safety and Inspection Service exemptions and (2) pass state De-
partment of Agriculture inspections.

Under the law, “poultry” means any species of domestic fowl,
including chickens, turkeys, ostriches, emus, rheas, cassowaries,
waterfowl, and game birds that have been raised for food produc-
tion, breeding, exhibition, or sale.

This is Governor Malloy’s bill that passed the state House of
Representatives on 4/10/13 by a vote of 137-0, and passed the state
Senate on 5/16/13 on the Consent Calendar by a vote of 36-0.

The bill awaits Governor Malloy’s signature.

Substitute for Raised House Bill No. 6315
AN ACT CONCERNING THE RESALE OF DOGS TO MILITARY
AND LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.
Effective date: upon passage.

This bill exempts from the pet shop licensing law people who
acquire dogs to resell them to the military or a law enforcement
agency for law enforcement or security work. Thus, these people
will no longer be subject to the Department of Agriculture’s pet shop
regulations governing sanitation, animal health and welfare, and the
protection of public safety.

(continued on Page 4)
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(continued from Page 3)

Under current law, anyone acquiring a dog or cat for resale
must obtain a pet shop license from the agriculture commissioner.
A violation is a Class B misdemeanor, subject to a fine of up to
$1,000, up to six months imprisonment, or both.

This is a Connecticut Department of Agriculture bill that passed
the state House of Representatives on 4/10/13 by a vote of 142-0,
and passed the state Senate on 5/16/13 on the Consent Calendar
by a vote of 36-0. It awaits Governor Malloy’s signature.

Raised Senate Bill No. 881
AN ACT CONCERNING FARM WINERIES
Effective date: upon passage.

By law, a farm winery permittee must grow, on land he or she
controls, an average crop of at least 25 percent of the fruit used to
make the permittee’s wine.

Generally, an “average crop” is the average yield of the permit-
tee’s two largest annual crops for the preceding five years. But dur-
ing the first seven years after the farm winery permit is issued, the
average crop is calculated as three tons of grapes for each vineyard
acre farmed, which can be a lower threshold.

This bill specifies that the seven-year exemption period does
not start over if the farm winery property is transferred or sold dur-
ing the seven-year period.

The bill passed the state Senate on the Consent Calendar by a
vote of 36-0 on 5/8/13, and passed the state House of Representa-
tives on 5/15/13 by a vote of 133-0. It is Public Act 13-30. The bill
awaits Governor Malloy’s signature.

Raised Senate Bill No. 806
AN ACT CONCERNING THE MUNICIPAL PURCHASE
OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS FOR AGRICULTURAL
LAND PRESERVATION
Effective date: upon passage.

This bill expands the allowable uses for municipal agricultural
land preservation funds. Specifically, it allows a municipality to use
the funds to acquire an agricultural land owner’s rights to build any
residence or farm structure on agricultural land. It also allows the
municipality to accept these rights as a gift.

By law, a municipality may establish an “agricultural land
preservation fund” for the purposes of (1) acquiring the develop-
ment rights of agricultural land and (2) preserving agricultural land.

“Development rights” are the agricultural land owner’s rights to
develop, construct on, sell, lease, or improve the land for uses that
make the land no longer agricultural. But it does not include the
owner’s rights to construct residences for people directly incidental
to farm operation and other farm structures, among other things
(CGS § 7-131q). The bill also makes technical changes.

This Connecticut Department of Agriculture bill passed the
state Senate on the Consent Calendar on 4/24 by a vote of 34-0
and passed the state House of Representatives on 5/20 by a 136-0
margin. It awaits Governor Malloy’s signature.

NEW CONNECTICUT GROWN RADIO SPOTS
Have you heard the 15-second Connecticut Grown radio spots
that began airing on several area stations this month? If so, please
email linda.piotrowicz@ct.gov with any details you remember, includ-
ing the time of day and station. Thanks.

Advertising Rates: Fifteen or fewer words: $3.75 per insertion.
More than 15 words: 25 cents per word per insertion. (Initial let-
ters, hyphenated words, phone numbers, and addresses are
counted separately.) Print or type copy. Advertisements accepted
on a first-come, first-served basis; publication on a specific date
cannot be guaranteed. Ads with payment must be received by
noon the Friday before a publication
date to be considered for insertion in
that issue. Only ads of an agricultural
nature with a Connecticut phone num-
ber will be accepted. Remittance with
copy required. Make check or money
order payable to the Connecticut
Department of Agriculture.

The Connecticut Weekly
Agricultural Report (ISSN:
1059-8723, USPS 129-340)
is published weekly by the
Connecticut Department of

Agriculture, 165 Capitol
Ave., Hartford, CT 06106,

except for the weeks of

Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas, two other weeks
each year, and when the
Governor closes state
offices. Print subscriptions
are $40.00 for two years.

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE
165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106
www.CTGrown.gov www.CT.gov/doag
860-713-2500

Commissioner Steven K. Reviczky  Periodicals postage paid at
860-713-2501 Hartford, CT.
Marketing 860-713-2503
POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to the
Regional Market 860-566-3699 Connecticut Department of
Agriculture, 165 Capitol
State Veterinarian Dr. Mary J. Lis Ave., Hartford, CT 06106.

860-713-2505

Print subscriptions
expire Dec. 31, 2013.

Dr. Bruce Sherman
860-713-2504

Regulation & Inspection

Farmland Preservation Joseph Dippel
860-713-2511 VOL. Xclil
A \ David C No. 19
quaculture avid Carey May 22, 2013

203-874-2855




